Teaching Using Film - Questionnaire results

In 2011, Film: 21st Century Literacy conducted an
opinion survey of teachers in order to research
and report current classroom practices involving
film; their benefits to pupils, their impacts on
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387 people throughout the UK completed the
Teacher Questionnaire, from a huge range of
educational backgrounds that included Special
Educational Needs Schools, Home Educators and
Academies. Both primary and secondary teachers
responded from across key subject areas (humanities, sciences, MFL, amongst others). The types of film
project undertaken varied widely, and included both film watching and film making activities. Both short term
and long term projects were considered, and 63% of teachers asked had used film more than four times in the
past three years. Questionnaires for Primary and Secondary pupils were also conducted.

The larger the word, the more times it was mentioned
as a positive effect on a particular group of pupils.

Key Findings

Teachers were asked whether they saw improvements amongst participating pupils in three main areas:
knowledge of the industry and film, individual performance and behavioural issues.

The results for this section showed that teachers were confident that film assisted them in improving both
behaviour and attainment (see graph 1.1).
Overview of Benefits to Pupils

100% of teachers saw at least one behavioural improvement.

99% of teachers saw at least one improvement in pupils’ performance.

92% of teachers saw at least one improvement in the understanding of film and the industry.

When asked which of the improvements were the most dramatic, teachers rated ‘attitude towards learning’ and
‘motivation to learn’ as the most significant.

These results were echoed in the pupil questionnaires (see graph 1.2).



1.1 Teachers’ Questionnaire: From your experience / involvement into the film project(s), have you
observed any perceivable improvements amongst participating pupils, in particular in the following

areas...

Industry / Film
Awareness of career options in film and creative industries

Understanding and respect for creativity and intellectual property rights
Understanding and appreciation of film as an art form

Individual Performance
Creative ability / performance (e.g Music, Design, Drama)
Reading and writing skills
Overall performance at school
Interest in other subjects

Verbal reasoning

Use of technology
Behavioural
Attendance rates at school / college / youth service schemes
Attitude towards learning / motivation to learn
Confidence / self-esteem
Concentration / attentiveness
Planning / time management
Critical thinking

Creative thinking

General behaviour in the classroom
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1.2 Secondary Students’ Questionnaire: Now thinking about your personal experiences throughout the
film project(s), how strongly would you agree with the following statements?

strongly agree agree

I liked working with people | don’t normally socialise with
boy
girl

| was surprised by how creative | can be

boy

girl

Since the film project | like school more

boy

girl

Since the film project | like my teachers more

boy

girl

| feel more confident about working in a group

boy

girl

The film project has helped with my reading and writing
boy

girl

| have learned skills that will help me in other lessons
boy

girl

The film project was one of the highlights of the school year
boy

girl

| think we should use film in other lessons

boy

girl

The film project made me want to read more

boy

girl

The film project was a useful way of learning

boy

girl
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Headline Statistics

Every teacher agreed that exposure to a wide range of films helps to broaden children’s
understanding of the world and other cultures.

99% of teachers agreed that film is a useful teaching tool across the curriculum and that film is a
means of getting young people enthusiastic about their subject.

There was overwhelming support for further film education opportunities for young people, with
97% stating they would like to see more offered at their school.

One particular area where further support is needed is initial teacher training — see below.

100[ 96%
Teachers who think film training should
80l be in initial teacher education
Teachers who have had film training in
initial teacher education
60|
40[
201 13%
ob— || |
% % of teachers
The Future

The results of the questionnaires show that where film is already being used, it is unanimously appreciated.
Of all the teachers surveyed, only four said they may not use film again, stating a lack of time as the only

disincentive, with the overwhelming majority agreeing that using film increased their skills, engagement with
pupils and even their enthusiasm for their craft. What is also clear is that there is demand for more support,
with 94% of teachers stating an interest in film-based CPD and an even greater majority keen to see film

covered in teacher training. The challenge for the future is to widen access to good film education provision,
until it is universally available, sustainable, and embedded in the curriculum for the benefit of educators and

young people alike.

The complete report detailing full statistics will be published on the Film:21st Century Literacy website in due course.



